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Quaboag Regional Busing contracts continued to January 


Health insurance 
savings explored 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WARREN — The Quaboag 
Regional School Committee 
voted Monday, Nov. 16, to 
continue the existing contracts 
with J.P. McCarthy Busing 
and Lizak Busing Co. through 
the end of January, on the rec- 
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ommendation of the Budget 
Sub-Committee. 

Selectmen from Warren and 
West Brookfield had originally 
pushed to not pay the bus com- 
panies for Wednesdays as those 
are remote learning days for 
students with no buses running. 
They said they felt no services 
were provided on those days, so 
the bus companies should not 
be paid. Each SelectBoard was 
holding back a portion of each 
town’s assessment in protest. 
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Warren selectmen chose to pay 
that money in September, and 
on Nov. 12, West Brookfield se- 
lectmen voted 2-1 to pay the re- 
maining portion of the school’s 
assessment or about $61,000. 
At a meeting of the Bud- 
get Sub-Committee on Nov. 9, 
both bus company owners John 
Lizak and John McCarthy had 
told the sub-committee mem- 
bers they needed the money to 
keep going, and the rate of 66 
2/3 of a regular day of bussing 
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had already been agreed upon 
at the beginning of the school 
year. 

The School Committee had 
signed a contract for the fall 
through Thanksgiving, but the 
rest of the year had been unde- 
cided. McCarthy has said a pre- 
vious meeting that the only cost 
he doesn’t have on Wednesdays 
is fuel; he still has insurance, 
bus maintenance, licensing and 
salaries he must pay. 


The committee also. re- 
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voted the fiscal 2020 budget 
as the district received excess 
transportation funding from 
the state. The budget was 
changed from $18,690,324 to 
$18,529,417. The money will 
be used to lower each town’s as- 
sessment based on the costs to 
each town. Warren will receive 
$73,023 and West Brookfield 
will receive $46,160. 

Quaboag Regional School 


Please see BUSING, page 9 





Board 
hears input 
regarding 
mascot 


By Paula Ouimette 
Staff writer 


NORTH BROOKFIELD -- 
The North Brookfield School 
Committee listened to opinions 
on whether or not the district’s 
mascot, and the team name, 
Indians, should be retired. The 
committee will vote on it at 
their December meeting. 

Earlier in the school year the 
committee was presented with 
a petition by North Brookfield 
residents, and alumni of the 
school, to change the mascot 
and team name. 

Forty-seven people joined 
the meeting remotely, most of 
them to hear opinions regard- 
ing the school’s mascot. The 
School Committee invited a 
panel of eight Native Amer- 
ican speakers to the Zoom 
meeting to share their insights 
on the school district’s mascot, 
the Indian. 

Dr. Laurel Davis-Delano, 
a professor at Springfield Col- 


Please see MASCOT, page 9 


On Nov. 14, the 169" annual North Brookfield Firemaf 


169 years of getting 
together 


By Sloane M. Perron 
Correspondent 


WEST BROOKFIELD 
— This year has been one of 
hardships and change due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
subsequent lockdowns. De- 


was held at the Salem Cross Inn in West Brookfield. 


Fireman’s Ball: An unbreakable tradition 


spite everything going on in 
the world, milestone moments 
and celebrations are still tak- 
ing place, just in a different 
way. This was shown by the 
determination of the North 
Brookfield Fire Department 
to adapt and safely hold 
their 169th annual Fireman’s 
Ball rather than break this 
long-standing tradition. 

For 169 years, the North 


Brookfield Fireman’s Ball has 
been an event that celebrates 
the hard work and sacrifice of 
local firefighters. After spend- 
ing so much time away from 
their families either training 
or being on call, the Fireman’s 
Ball gives the department an 
opportunity to have fun with 
their families and friends. Typ- 
ically, the event draws 150 to 
200 people including neigh- 






boring firefighters, local pol- 
iticlans, town employees and 
other first responders. Howev- 
er, due to COVID regulations, 
the North Brookfield Fire- 
man’s Ball needed to be com- 
pletely reformatted this year. 
“T told the guys, I don’t care 
if I have to eat by myself, we 
just need to keep it going. Iam 


Please see BALL, page 5 









A feasibility study to complete the Mass Central Rail Trail was recently 
released by MassDOT, showing how a stretch between Belchertown 
and Hudson/Berlin town line can be finished. This is a sign in the New 


Braintree section of an already existing section of the trail. 


State considers 
it an important trail 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


REGION — Eventually, the 
Mass Central Rail Trail will run 
from Northampton to Boston, and 
MassDOT has released a feasibil- 
ity plan detailing what is needed 
to complete the 68.5 mile section. 
It runs from the end of the Nor- 
wotttuck Rail Trail in Belchertown 
to the I-495 area at the Hudson/ 


Berlin town line, and the state says 
it is a priority to complete. When 
the entire trail is built out it will run 
for 104 miles. 

The study focuses on the 68.5 
miles that run between Belchertown 
and Hudson, of which 17.5 miles al- 
ready exist and 51 miles need to be 
built out. The state has rated the dif- 
ficulty level of a number of pieces 
that still need work, with 20.2 miles 
rated moderately difficult to 1mple- 
ment and 22.4 miles rated as highly 
difficult. Nine new bridges would 
be necessary to complete the trail, 


Mass Central Rail Trail feasibility study released 


according to the state. 

This study divides the MCRT 
analysis into three segments. The 
first one goes from the easternmost 
part of the Norwottuck Rail Trail 
in Belchertown to the Massachu- 
setts Central Rail Road corridor at 
the east bank of the Swift River in 
Bondsville, a village of Palmer. The 
second segment goes from the Swift 
River in Bondsville to the Ware 
River in Barre. The third section 
goes from Glenwood Road in Rut- 


Please see RAIL TRAIL, page 6 
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Monte’s March Nov. 23 and 24 
will raise money for meals 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HATFIELD — At all times of the 
year, the Food Bank of Western Massa- 
chusetts serves as an invaluable commu- 
nity resource. With temperatures plum- 
meting and COVID-19 case counts 
rising on a regional scale, the Hatfield 
facility enters the winter prepared to 
play a more crucial role than it ever has 
before. 

“It is a challenge, but we do have a 
warehouse full of food,” said Lilliam 
Baulding, the Food Bank’s communica- 
tions and engagement officer. “We have 
done a lot of pivoting since COVID 
started and are meeting the needs. The 
entire team has pitched in. A lot of peo- 
ple are doing work that they weren't 
doing before. They're taking on extra 
assignments, and it’s just getting done.” 

The Food Bank distributes much 
needed food to member agencies spread 
throughout Berkshire, Franklin, Hamp- 
den and Hampshire counties. 

Established in 1982, the Food Bank 
serves dozens of independent pantries, 
meal sites, shelters and food assistance 
programs in western Massachusetts. 
The operation is a member of Feeding 
America, a national network of more 
than 200 food banks. 

During the pandemic, the Food 
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community 


Bank’s demand has increased dramat- 
ically. Baulding detailed the added 
responsibility that the facility has as- 
sumed over the past eight months. 

“We have seen an increase in the 
amount of people who have needed 
our services because of COVID,” said 
Baulding. “Many people have come in 
for the first time. They may have never 
thought that they’d ever need assistance 
from the Food Bank or a food pantry 
but they do because of job losses.” 

Baulding credited the community’s 
support for keeping the Food Bank 
alive and thriving during a challenging 
year. The massive 35,000 square-foot 
warehouse that employs 45 serves as the 
headquarters for the entire operation 
and is currently abuzz with energy and 
productivity. 

“People are working double-time, 
from the pickers who pick the food and 
put it together for our member agencies 
to the volunteers who are in our sorting 
room who are actually putting boxes 
of food together. It’s really incredible,” 
said Baulding. 

One of the greatest obstacles that the 
pandemic has placed before the Food 
Bank is a dwindling amount of food 
donations. COVID-19 protocols pro- 
hibit the facility from accepting most 
food donations from the public. 

For residents looking to contribute, 
monetary donations are highly signifi- 
cant and much needed. Baulding noted 
that monetary donations have allowed 
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The Food Bank of Western Massachusetts has been 
making a difference throughout the region since 
1982. The COVID-19 pandemic has presented the 
facility its greatest challenge. 


the Food Bank to make up for absence 
of food donations that it had been pre- 
viously accustomed to receiving. 

“It’s critical because for every dol- 
lar donated, we can provide four full, 
healthy meals,’ said Baulding. “That 
means one individual could get four 
meals, and it’s not just one part of the 
meal; it’s the entire meal, or a family of 
four could have a dinner. It’s critical, 
particularly at this time where so many 
of our neighbors are out of work or 
maybe their hours have been cut dra- 
matically.” 
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Food Bank of Western Mass anticipates winter rush 


As temperatures continue to de- 
crease, nutritious meals become more 
essential. On a regular basis, the Food 
Bank’s Mobile Food Bank visits 27 lo- 
cations in western Mass., distributing 
healthy food items. 

“We want to help people stay healthy 
and strong as they are going through 
this difficult time,” said Baulding. 

On Nov. 23 and 24, the Food Bank 
will participate in Monte’s March, a 
43-mile masked march that will begin 
in Springfield and finish in Greenfield, 
covering three counties. Monte Bel- 
monte, a radio personality for 93.9 
WRSI, leads the annual initiative. 

Those who participate in the march 
will push empty shopping carts along 
the entirety of the route to raise aware- 
ness about hunger in the region and 
funds to stop it in its tracks. This year, 
the fundraiser aims to raise $365,000, 
which is the equivalent of 4,000 meals 
per day for an entire calendar year. 

“We pivoted this year, and it’s going 
to work. It’s going to be on a smaller 
scale, and we're asking people to do- 
nate what they can,” said Baulding. “If 
they can’t come out and march with us, 
perhaps they can virtually march on- 
line, or they can donate on those two 
days or online as well.” 

To register for Monte’s March or 
donate to the Food Bank, visit https:// 
www.foodbankwma.org/events/mon- 
tes-march11/. 
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Warren Public Library offers yoga, 
meditation on Zoom Dec. 10 


WARREN -— During these stressful 
times, more than ever everyone needs 
self-care and relaxation. On Thursday, 
Dec. 10, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Zoom, 
melt the tension away and enjoy simple 
and accessible yoga postures that give 
one greater flexibility, range of motion, 
balance, stamina and energy. Those who 
take part will learn to quiet their mind 
and find inner peace through an easy 
style of meditation. Yoga and medita- 
tion are clinically tested tools for reduc- 
ing stress and improving health. This is 


for those ages 15 and up. Please have a 
mat and blanket to use during the pro- 
gram. It will be taught by Phil Milgrom, 
RYT, CSYT, CSMT, co-director of The 
Centered Place in Warren. It 1s spon- 
sored with a grant from the Warren Cul- 
tural Council, a local agency, supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, 
a State agency. 

Register at the Warren Public Li- 
brary by calling 413-436-7690 or email- 
ing warrenpubliclibrary@hotmail.com. 
This event 1s free. 





Baystate Health lists changes in visitor 
policy during Covid-19 increase 


SPRINGFIELD — In response to 
rising COVID-19 cases in the communi- 
ty, Baystate Health for the safety of pa- 
tients, caregivers and visitors instituted 
on Wednesday, Nov. 18 a fluid new Vis- 
itor Policy based on the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health’s tiered 
guidelines for the health and safety of 
patients, caregivers and visitors. 

The tiers also referred to as zones 
are based on the number of COVID-19 
positive patients in a city or town and 
how prevalent the virus 1s. Red zones 
are considered at the highest risk for 
COVID-19 followed in decreasing risk 
by yellow, green and gray zones. 

Baystate Medical Center/Baystate 
Children’s Hospital in Springfield, Bay- 
state Noble Hospital in Westfield, and 
Baystate Wing Hospital in Palmer at 
this time are in the “red 
zone” and will allow no 
patient visitors. Baystate 
Franklin Medical Cen- 
ter in Greenfield is in the 
“esreen zone” and will al- 
low one visitor. 

The numbers will be re- 
viewed weekly and the vis- 
itor policy may change in 
accordance with risk levels 
and the prevalence of the 
virus. 

Exceptions to the visi- 
tor policy at all hospitals, 
with numbers of persons 
depending upon _ what 
zone the hospital is in at 
the time, include: parent/ 
guardian for COVID-19 
positive and negative chil- 
dren, support person for 
labor, delivery and du- 
ration of hospital stay, 


hospice/end-of-life or for WEB 


life-changing _— diagnosis 
and support person for 
patients with disabilities. 

If in a zone that al- 
lows visitation, the hours 
continue to be daily from 
noon-8 p.m. 
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Baystate Medical Practices and Bay- 
state Health Centers are also following 
a tiered guideline based on the region’s 
risk level. 

Additionally, with the recent increase 
of COVID-19 cases in the community, 
Baystate Health is transitioning patient 
care appointments to virtual visits (tele- 
health or video) whenever applicable. 

In place of in-person visits, Baystate 
Health supports and encourages keep- 
ing connected especially during the holi- 
days when wanting to stay in touch with 
family and friends in the hospital the 
use of virtual visits through technology 
such as iPhones, iPads and other devic- 
es. 

For an up-to-date listing of visitor 
policies at all Baystate Health hospi- 
tals and outpatient sites throughout 
Franklin, Hampshire and 
Hampden counties, peo- 
ple may visit Baystate- 
Health.org/COVID19. 
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Cannabis Education Center lists industry 
roundtable, spring training schedule 


HOLYOKE -— The Cannabis Edu- 
cation Center at Holyoke Community 
College will hold an online cannabis 
industry roundtable for employers on 
Friday, Nov. 20, from 1-2:30 p.m. over 
Zoom. 

Featured presenters will include 
representatives from Elevate North- 
east, HCC’s community and work- 
force training partner, and officials 
from other Massachusetts-based can- 
nabis businesses and organizations: 
Cara Burnham-Crabb, director of Ed- 
ucation, Elevate Northeast; TaShonda 
Vincent Lee, director of Community 
Outreach, Elevate Northeast; Beth 
Waterfall, executive director, Elevate 
Northeast; Gene Ray, vice president 
of Laboratory Operations, Garden 
Remedies; Tim Shaw, chief operat- 
ing officer, MariMed; and Marion 
McNabb, chief executive officer and 
co-founder, Cannabis Community 
Care and Research Network. 

Discussion will focus on work- 
force challenges, business outlook and 
training needs of cannabis employers 
as well as the services, supports and 
programs offered by the Cannabis Ed- 
ucation Center. Breakout rooms will 
concentrate on specific industry areas: 
cultivation, culinary, medical, retail 
and processing. 

To register for the roundtable, 
people may visit hcc.edu/cannat- 
able-11-20. 


The Cannabis Education Center 


has also announced its spring train- 
ing programs for people who want to 
work in the cannabis industry. 

The CEC will offer an intensive, 
two-day Cannabis Core Training pro- 
gram over Zoom on Jan. 23 and Jan. 
24, 2021. Students, who complete the 
core training, can then register for 
spring 2021 classes in one of four can- 
nabis industry career tracks: Cultiva- 
tion Assistant (Feb. 6 - Feb. 21); Ex- 
traction Technician (Feb. 27-March 
14); Culinary Assistant (April 3 - 
April 18) and Patient Services Associ- 
ate (May I- May 16). 

The cost of the two-day core train- 
ing session is $595. Each career track 
program is $799, 

To register for the January Canna- 
bis Core Training class, please go to: 
hec.edu/cannabis-core 

The Cannabis Education Center 1s 
based out of HCC’s Kittredge Center 
for Business and Workforce Develop- 
ment. 

Elevate Northeast 1s a Massachu- 
setts-based, women-founded 501(c) 
(3) nonprofit, created to support the 
Northeast U.S.’s growing cannabis 
industry through workforce training, 
education and advocacy. 

More information on these and 
other upcoming classes and programs 
can be found on the Cannabis Educa- 
tion Center’s website at cannabisedu- 
cationcenter.org or by calling 413-552- 
2320. 
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Leah Lakso Joins Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency 


Bell & Hudson Insurance is proud to announce the hiring of Leah Lakso 
in its Belchertown office as Personal Lines Insurance Customer Service 
Specialist. Leah is responsible for the processing of new business and 
renewal personal insurance coverages. She joins Bell & Hudsons existing 
personal insurance team which has over 110+ years of industry experience 


Leah grew up in Belchertown on the Umass Cold Spring Orchard which 
was managed by her father. She worked for Country Bank for several years, 
and then entered the insurance field in 2015. 

Leah lives in Belchertown in a 200 year old home that she enjoys 
decorating for every season. She and her husband, Seth, are expecting 
their first child together at the end of this year - a human addition to their 
current two-cat family. : 

Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency is an independent, 100+ year old, award winning agency that 
offers a broad range of personal, commercial, life and health products for individuals, families, and 
businesses locally, and throughout the region. Their offices are located in Belchertown and West 


15 Central Street 
West Brookfield 
(508) 867-4646 


19 N. Main Street 
Belchertown 
(413) 323-9611 


e Firewood $220/cord 
e 101 ft Aerial Lift Rental POR 
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SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
Questions about 
registering for Social 
security 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I have a big 65th birthday 
coming up mid-March and would like your 
advice on registering for Social Security and 
Medicare. I am now unemployed, but I am 
seeking another gig to get me to age 67 be- 
fore taking Social Security. Signed: Wonder- 
ing Senior 

Dear Wondering: You do not need to “reg- 
ister” with Social Security in advance. You 
don’t need to do anything with Social Secur- 
ty until you are ready to claim your benefits. 
Since you were born in 1956, your full retire- 
ment age (FRA) for Social Security purpos- 
es is 66 plus 4 months, and that is when you 
will be entitled to 100% of the benefit you’ve 
earned from a lifetime of working. 

But you can, if you wish, also wait beyond 
your FRA to get an even bigger benefit. For 
each month you delay after your FRA you'll 
earn Delayed Retirement Credits of .667%, 
which is 8% additional benefit for each year 
you wait. That can continue up to age 70 
when your maximum benefit will be reached. 
In your case that would mean an age 70 bene- 
fit 29% more than your FRA benefit amount. 
But whenever youre ready, you can apply for 
Social Security online at www.ssa.gov/retire 
(you must first create your “My Social Secu- 
rity” account to apply online). 

Medicare is an entirely separate program 
and, unless you have “creditable” employ- 
er healthcare coverage from a new job, you 
should enroll in Medicare a bit prior to 
your 65th birthday (“creditable” coverage is 
a group plan with at least 20 participants). 
This would be during your Medicare Initial 
Enrollment Period (IEP), which 1s a 7-month 
window starting three months before the 
month you turn 65 and ending 3 months af- 
ter the month you turn 65. If you don’t enroll 
in Medicare during your IEP and enroll later, 
and if you didn’t have creditable employer 
healthcare coverage after age 65, you will be 
subject to a late enrollment penalty, which 
will permanently increase your Medicare 
Part B (and Part D) premiums. 

Medicare Part B is coverage for doctors 
and outpatient services, and Part D is pre- 
scription drug coverage, both of which re- 
quire a premium; Medicare Part A is hos- 
pitalization coverage which is free if you're 
eligible for Social Security. If you have “cred- 
itable” employer coverage when you turn 65, 
you can simply delay enrolling in Medicare 
Part B until your employer coverage is about 
to end, or until after it ends during an eight- 
month Special Enrollment Period during 
which you can enroll in Medicare Part B 
without penalty. But for Part D prescription 
drug coverage, you must enroll in a private 
plan within 63 days of your 65th birthday, or 
the end of your employer drug coverage, or 
you will incur a Part D late enrollment pen- 
alty for enrolling later. And remember that 
Medicare late enrollment penalties never go 
away — they are recurring for the rest of your 
life. 


Please see SOCIAL SECURITY, page 6 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Wishing for winter squash 


ou should never take anything for 
y granted, especially when it comes 
to the garden’s boun- 
ty. While it doesn’t seem pos- 
sible to have 50 winter squash 
one year and none just a couple 
years later, that 1s the predica- 
ment I found myself in this fall. 
I thought I did everything right! 
I planted the seeds a day or two 
shy of Memorial Day in a sunny 
spot that had been fertilized and 
composted. The seedlings came 
up strong. I left a floating row 
cover over them until they were 
ready to bust through, preventing cucum- 
ber beetles from nibbling when they were 
most vulnerable. But alas, the drought 
came and with it a dry well. The plants be- 
came stressed. Some developed vine borer 
and/or powdery mildew While it looked 
as 1f I would still get a harvest, this was 
just wishful thinking. Not long after set- 
ting the few fruits I had on the stone wall 
to cure, most began to rot. Once I realized 
that this is the way it was heading I gave 
the rest to the chickens; at least they got to 
enjoy them. 

Gratefully my mom will provide the 
coveted butternut squash for Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner. There is an easy way to prepare 
it without peeling and chopping! Simply 
wash the squash and cut it in half length- 
wise. Then, scoop out the seeds and bake 
cut-side down on a greased cookie sheet 
or in a casserole dish. At 375 degrees, a 
butternut can take anywhere from 40 min- 
utes to one hour to cook. Test by inserting 
a fork into the thickest part of flesh; if it 
goes in easily, it’s done! Scoop out all of 
the flesh, even the caramelized parts, and 
mash with a fork or an immersion blend- 
er depending on how chunky (or not!) you 
like it. Season it to taste with cinnamon or 
better yet, pumpkin pie spice. And if you 
have a sweet tooth, try adding maple syrup 
or brown sugar; or even a bit of molasses. 
A little butter helps too! 
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Roberta McQuaid 


Did you know that you can substitute 
home grown cooked winter squash for 
any recipe that calls for canned 
pumpkin, even pumpkin pie? 
Most folks know that it 1s squash 
inside the can anyhow....sweeter 
and less stringy than their pump- 
kin cousins. While butternuts are 
my favorite to grow, I do also like 
the “Delicata’ and ‘Sweet Dump- 
lings’ for taste. They are rich with 
a depth of flavor. I just wish they 
were more productive. One plant 
produces three fruits at the most. 

I think I am going to give 
squash growing a break for a year. Maybe 
the borers will go away and I'll be bless- 
ed with a good harvest sometime in the 
future. It would be really sad to think my 
squash growing days are over. That makes 
me think about what I should be grateful 
for this year, garden-wise. Kale, spinach 
and the cut flowers come to mind...ah, the 
flowers. I am especially excited about my 
growing dahlia collection. It would be fun 
to trade tubers and share the wealth! 

But alas, I digress...Let’s get back on 
topic. Don’t feel the need to gobble up 
your butternut squash bounty in a hurry; 
this type of squash has been known to 
keep through spring and beyond if stored 
in a dry, 55-degree location. For me, the 
mudroom has always worked out well to 
store my winter squash. My mom, on the 
other hand, has good luck placing hers in 
trays off the floor in her basement. Happy 
Thanksgiving everyone! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 
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At the ball were Lt. Patrick Kirsty, Capt. Dave Martin, and Lt Pete Orsi. 
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not going to break tradition,” Fire 
Chief Joseph Holway said. 

On Nov. 14, the North Brook- 
field Fire Department held their 
169th Fireman’s Ball despite all the 
obstacles in their way. In order to 
stay safe and socially distanced, 
the ball was hosted at Salem Cross 
Inn in West Brookfield, complete 
with masks. “We held the ball, but 
we cannot invite everyone,” the 
chief said. As a result, the night 
focused on a nice dinner with just 
the firefighters since spouses and 
other guests could not be in atten- 
dance. Reduced numbers were not 
the only change this year; everyone 
had to wear masks and stay at their 
own table to minimize “intermin- 
gling”’ between tables. 

Father Richard Jakubauskas, 
the department chaplain, began 
the event with a prayer that fo- 
cused on the risks that firefighters 
take to save the lives and properties 
of others. “Blessings on these men 
gathered here in this noble 
profession,” Jakubauskas 
said. He described how im- 
portant and inspiring the 
brotherhood was among 
the North Brookfield fire- 
fighters. The chaplain said 
Holway genuinely cares 
for his team and that he 
had never seen a fire chief 
who was so beloved by his 
men. He then asked God 
to watch over the men with 
“protection and care forev- 
er.” 

2nd Lt. Eric Hevy ad- 
dressed the group, “I want 
to thank you guys for the 
training, and for partici- 
pating in the training.” Be- 
cause of COVID, trainings 
needed to be adapted to 
maintain a safe environ- 
ment. Hevy gave credit to 
the out-of-the-box think- 
ing that allowed the train- 
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ings to still continue throughout 
the pandemic. He thanked Ist Lt. 
Ryan Holway for coming up with 
unique training scenarios during 
this time. Trainings are key because 
they keep firefighters’ skills sharp 
and promote safety. “I appreciate 
everyone coming out and taking 
the time to get training. Also, a 
special thank you to the officers,” 
Hevy said. 

The chief spoke to the men in 
attendance saying, “Thank you for 
coming out, I try to do something 
nice every year, but I do not know 
what to say.” He then described how 
one of his goals was to visit Nor- 
mandy, France, because he want- 
ed to see the shore where young, 
American soldiers gave their lives 
while serving during World War 
II. Holway then related the idea of 
courage and sacrifice back to his 
own men. Every time they enter a 
burning building to save lives, they 
put their own lives in danger. “My 


Bring Your Family To 
KIP’S 
CHRISTMAS TREE FARM 


New Braintree Center, Opposite The Church 


Capt. Keith Marshall, 
Firefighter John Foyle, 
Firefighter Adam Mercurio 
and Firefighter Lyndon 
Perkins at the ball. 
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Fire Chief Joe Holway. Lt. Eric Hevy, and Department Chaplain Father 
Richard Jakubauskas sat together at the 169" annual Fireman’s Ball. 


greatest fear is that something will 
happen to you guys,’ the Chief 
said. 

Holway talked about risk versus 
benefit and how to evaluate lifesav- 
ing situations, which can change in 
a moment. “Your lives can change 
forever; this 1s a very dangerous in- 
dustry.” As a result, he emphasized 
how important training was and 
thanked the men for their dedica- 
tion and the endless hours that they 
give to the department. “Thank 
you for everything you do,” he said. 
“T can’t thank you enough.” 

Despite COVID-19, the North 
Brookfield Department was able 
to celebrate their 169th Fireman’s 
Ball by adapting, allowing the de- 
partment to take a moment during 
a chaotic year, to celebrate the hard 
work, accomplishments and cama- 
raderie of all its firefighters. 
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land to Stone Road in Berlin, which 1s 
just east of the I-495 underpass, Berlin/ 
Hudson town line. 

Within those segments are highly de- 
tailed notes about what obstacles are in 
the way, including whether it is a phys- 
ical problem, such as a missing bridge 
over a river, or an ownership problem 
as some pieces are in private hands. It 
also documents where it may be neces- 
sary to leave the trail for short pieces. 

Economics 

“It’s terrific to have this study, and to 
continue to draw attention to this huge 
resource 1n our community,” said East 
Quabbin Land Trust Executive Direc- 
tor Cynthia Henshaw, who was asked 
by the state to review the plan before it 
was released. 

The EQLT has most recently devel- 
oped a half-mile of the trail in Ware, 
near the trust’s Frohloff farm on 
Church Street. It was built as an acces- 
sible trail so it is wide and covered in 
crushed stone. The plan is to connect it 
to the trust’s already existing portions 
in New Braintree and Hardwick. The 
trust is also working on a trail from the 
farm to Grenville Park, which is also on 
Church Street in Ware. 

Henshaw said more fully developing 
the trail between towns, such as Ware 
and Hardwick, can help residents trav- 
el to local jobs and shopping. She also 
said it provides a safe place for people 
to enjoy nature and to get exercise with- 
out being near cars. 

Craig Della Penna, who has been 
involved in the trail for a couple of 
decades, said developing trails al- 
ways benefits the communities it runs 
through. He is a Northampton Realtor 
who specializes in selling houses close 
to rail trails. 


“When trail projects come through 
the result is economic development,” 
he said. “Local small businesses bene- 
fit and will locate there, and it’s more 
lively.” He pointed to Gilbertville’s 
Rose 32 bakery and restaurant as the 
type of business that could be attracted 
to locating along the trail. Part of the 
existing trail runs between Gilbertville 
and New Braintree. Rail trails help 
make communities more viable and 
liveable, he said. The state used the Gil- 
bertville-Ware covered bridge as one of 
the sights on the trail during their re- 
cent conference last week. Della Penna 
also runs a website about the MCRT at 
www.masscentralrailtrail.org/, which 
has old and new maps. 

In fact, the economic vibrancy the 
trails bring to communities has been 
part of the reason the state has put 
an emphasis on creating trails, Della 
Penna said. The state now has a Trails 
Committee made up of multiple agen- 
cies and they meet every few weeks, he 
said. 

History 

The Massachusetts Central Railroad 
originally ran west from Boston for 104 
miles to Northampton, and the state 
wants to see it use as much of the origi- 
nal rail corridor as possible. It was once 
possible to get on a train in Boston’s 
North Station and travel to Northamp- 
ton’s Union Station, although Paul 
Jahnige, with the state’s Department 
of Conservation and Recreation said 
at a MassDOT conference this week 
the railroad was abandoned in the ear- 
ly 1900s. A hurricane in 1938 severely 
damaged the line, and over time some 
of the line could not even be seen. 

Importance 

Trails in general, and the MCRT 
specifically, has been identified as a high 
priority for the commonwealth’s trail 
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and greenway system, according to the 
report. It involves MassDOT’s state- 
wide Bike and Pedestrian Plans, the 
Department of Conservation & Rec- 
reation’s Commonwealth Connections, 
and various local and regional plans, 
according to the report. 

At last week’s virtual 2020 Moving 
Together conference, MassDOT’s John 
Bechard described it as a “critical back- 
bone” in creating shared use trails in the 
state, and said it was the top rail trail 
priority in the state. He described the 
feasibility study as a way of kicking the 
completion of the trail into higher gear, 
and determining what needs to be done 
to make it a reality. 

The study details approximately 55 
miles of undeveloped segments along 
the MCRR corridor are currently in 
public, private or conservation owner- 
ship. About 33 miles of this trail have 
already been constructed as off-road, 
multi-use greenways. 

An additional 22 miles of former 
railroad corridor are owned by the 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Au- 
thority and leased by DCR between 
Coburn Road in Berlin and Linden 
Street in Waltham, according to the 
study. This 22-mile corridor is in vary- 
ing stages of planning, design and con- 
struction by the municipalities, DCR 
and Eversource Energy to develop the 
10-foot wide, paved MCRT. 

“This trail will knit together slowly 
over time,” Della Penna said. “It may 
take a generation.” 

The full feasibility report can be 
found at  https://www.mass.gov/lists/ 
mass-central-rail-trail-feasibility. Com- 
ments and suggestions from the public 
will be taken through Dec. | at https:// 
tinyurl.com/y6j9r7bp. 
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The bottom line is this: you don’t 
need to pre-register for either Social 
Security or Medicare. You can simply 
enroll when you are ready for benefits 
to start (keeping in mind that for Medi- 
care, you must have “creditable” alter- 
native coverage after age 65 to avoid 
late enrollment penalties). 

This article 1s intended for infor- 
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpre- 
tations of the AMAC Foundation’s 
staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation 
and its staff are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social Security Ad- 
ministration or any other governmen- 
tal entity. To submit a question, visit 
the AMAC website (amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory) 
or email AMAC at ssadvisor@amac- 
foundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security ad- 
visor for AMAC. 
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As we gather around with family and friends this holiday, we offer up thanks for 
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Cougars defeat Rams 
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Darian Shepherd poises herself for a shot on goal. 
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the offensive end of the field. 


Winter high school sports season 
postponed till January 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -— In a bit of a switch 
from the normal decision-making 
processes filtering down, the Pioneer 
Valley Interscholastic Athletic Con- 
ference made a pre-emptive decision 
about the upcoming winter season. 

In Western Massachusetts, there 
will be no winter sports action before 
Jan. 14. Practices cannot begin before 
Jan. 4. 

Agawam High School Athletic D1- 
rector David Stratton, a member of 
the PVIAC Board of Directors, said 
he believes a similar decision will be 
made by the Massachusetts Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association in the com- 
ing weeks. 

“We looked at a number of things 
as it related to this decision,’ said 
Stratton. 

The top factor was learning from 
what schools and communities went 
through 1n the fall season. 

“A number of towns and _ their 
schools had to go in front of their 
school committees and the respective 
boards of health,” said Stratton. “And 
those boards only meet once or twice a 
month, so it took some times for towns 
to get the various approvals needed.’ 


Taking into account a full season 
will not be played, Stratton said de- 
laying the season to January was the 
easiest step to take. 

Just like the fall season, teams will 
play in geographic bubbles and will 
only be able to get about 10 to 12 
games at the most played. 

Taking into account the holiday 
breaks as well as the winter weather, 
the winter season 1s usually the lon- 
gest, starting in early December and 
ending in mid-March. 

Stratton said other factors played 
into making the decision even easier 
to make. He said the current spike in 
COVID-19 cases made it easier for 
the PVIAC to take a break. The break 
will keep more students at home and 
reduce exposure to the virus as the 
country prepares for possible distribu- 
tion of a vaccine. 

Stratton said the PVIAC expects 
the winter season to go from Jan. 14 
to Feb. 21. He said one other propos- 
al had the season going from Dec. 14 
to Feb. 12, but said the point about 
towns needing time to get approvals 
prevailed. 

Sports specific guidelines are sched- 
uled to be made public soon, and lo- 


Please see , page 8 





Abigail Bouchard stops the ball and keeps it in 





Kiara Gauthier and an opponent chase after a loose ball. 


WARREN 
— On Nov. 9, 
Darian Shep- 
herd and Isa- 
belle Burgess 
scored the 
goals for the 
Cougars in a 
2-1 win over 
visiting Shep- 
herd Hill. The 
Cougars 1m- 
proved to 4-1 
at the time 
with the win. 
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Paisleigh Atwood tries to steal the ball. 


Indoor track could move to 
bubble season 


a ' 











FILE PHOTOS 
Indoor track is usually held at Smith College in Northampton, but that facility is unavailable this winter due 
to the pandemic. 

By Gregory A. Scibelli 


gescibelli@turley.com 


season starts in January. 

Indoor track facilities are few and far 
between in Western Massachusetts. 

The teams in the Pioneer Valley In- 
terscholastic Athletic Conference have 
typically used Smith College over the 
past several years. 


REGION — Could indoor track be- 
come outdoor track this year? 

Indoor track coaches around the 
region are looking at the possibility of 
that if a different solution is not found 


to hold indoor track when the winter 
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Pioneers shut out 
at home 


PALMER - The Pathfinder Regional High School 
boys soccer team was defeated 8-0 by rival Monson on 
Nov. 10, one of the final regular season games for the 
Pioneers. Goalies Austin Tocci and Rich Gula com- 
bined for nine saves in goal. 
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Kiernan Moe attempts to fake his opponent with some footwork. 
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Nick Hein 
receives and 


tries to settle 
the ball. 
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before the pressure comes. 
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Full ‘Bubbleville’ schedule released 


UNCASVILLE, Conn. — The Naismith Memort- 
al Basketball Hall of Fame and Gazelle Group today 
announced the complete schedule of matchups for the 
season-opening event known as “Bubbleville.” Games 
will be played Nov. 25 to Dec. 5 at Mohegan Sun Arena 
in Uncasville, Connecticut. 

Bubbleville will house several events relocated and 
reimagined due to COVID-19 and provides a controlled 
environment with teams and event staff adhering to 
tribal, government, and NCAA health and safety pro- 
tocols and testing requirements. At this time, all games 
are expected to be played without fans 1n attendance. 

The event will feature 45 games in 11 days, showcas- 
ing 40 NCAA Division I men’s and women’s teams. The 
schedule will be headlined by several preseason ranked 
squads including #2 Baylor, #3 Villanova, #4 Virgin- 
ia, #18 Arizona State and #20 Oregon for the men and 
#3 UConn, #5 Louisville and #6 Mississippi State for 
the women. Select games will be available on ESPN net- 
works. All games airing on ESPN networks will also be 
available on the ESPN App, accessible on computers, 


smartphones, tablets and connected devices to fans who 
receive their video subscription from an affiliated pro- 
vider. All other games will be streamed via FloHoops. 
The schedule to date is available in the attached PDF, 
along with broadcast information. 

In the coming days, additional games featuring Or- 
egon and Missouri will be added to the schedule on 
December 2 and 3. Each school will play two games, 
including one game against each other. 

Events taking place in Bubbleville include the Ro- 
man Legends Classic presented by Old Trapper, the 2K 
Empire Classic benefiting Wounded Warrior Project 
presented by Continental Tire, the HomeLight Classic, 
the Air Force Reserve Basketball Hall of Fame Tip-Off 
Tournament, the Air Force Reserve Basketball Hall of 
Fame Women’s Challenge, the Jimmy V Women’s Clas- 
sic and several pods and single game contests developed 
specifically for Bubbleville. 

To learn more, visit https://www.hoophall.com/ 
events/bubbleville or follow @hoophall #Bubbleville 
on Twitter and Instagram. 
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cal town boards and school committee members 
would have to review them and see if they want their 
schools to participate. 

As of now, basketball and hockey are supposed to 
be played while wrestling will not be allowed to have 
any school-to-school competition. 

Stratton said while news of a vaccine continues 
to circulate, the PVIAC and MIAA are continuing 
to prepare for seasons as if the pandemic is still in 
effect. 

“We are preparing for the conditions that current- 
ly exist until we have information that would cause 
us to do otherwise,” said Stratton. 

The Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
issues the guidance high schools are using to play 
sports currently. The EEA was scheduled to release 
guidance for winter sports to be considered by the 
various subcommittees of the MIAA Board of Di- 
rectors. Stratton, who is on the Sports Medicine 
Committee, said votes on the guidelines are ongoing. 

Stratton said the PVIAC will re-evaluate the bub- 
ble leagues schools will play in. They were geograph- 
ically-based, but the number of schools participating 
in the winter season could change. He also said with 
a limited number of ice hockey teams, those bubble 
leagues will look much different. 





FILE PHOTOS 
Hurdles are another event that is part of the indoor track season. Indoor 
track could move outdoors in the bubble season in late February. 
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Several teams would each participate in one of 
two meets on Friday evenings. There would be a meet 
at 3:45 p.m. and a second meet at 6:45 p.m. Schools 
would be counted with certain schools matching up 
their results individually. 

Smith College, like many college campuses, are not 
open for high schools to use for track meets. Spring- 
field College, which has indoor track facilities, is also 
not available due to the pandemic. 

With the Fall 2 or bubble season set to happen in 
February, coaches are discussing the idea of doing in- 
door track at the various artificial turf facilities avail- 
able throughout the region. 

“If the weather cooperates, we would be able to 
hold meets outside and would not have to rent a place 
like Smith College,” said Agawam High School track 
coach Dan Pryce. “We would have to modify a few of 
the events, but it would work really well.” 

During indoor track, the running events including 
the 55 meter, 300 meter, 600 meter, and 1000 meter 
runs. The one mile and two miles are events done in 
both the indoor and outdoor seasons, as well as the 
long jump, high jump, and shot put. The outdoor 
season has 100, 200, 400, and 800 meter races in com- 
parison. 

Pryce said while there 1s nothing official, there 1s a 
lot of good feedback among the indoor track coach- 
es in the region to move indoor track to the bubble 
season so competitors can take part in the sports. 

There is potential competition in the sport if it 
moves to the bubble season. Football is currently 
scheduled to be the main sport during the bubble 
season, set to go from Feb. 22 to mid-April. Because 
football is normally a fall sport and indoor track a 
winter sport, some students may have to choose one 
sport over the other if they are normally involved in 
both. Cheerleading is also currently supposed to be 
part of the Fall 2 season. 
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Superintendent Dr. Brett Kustigian said 
it would be possible in the future to cre- 
ate a revolving fund for transportation 
and instead of returning it to the towns 
it could be used toward transportation 
costs. In the past, that is what was done 
with excess transportation money until 
it was decided several years ago to re- 
turn the money to the towns through 
reduced assessments. 
Health insurance 

Jill Gallant-Shaw, a health insurance 
consultant from Cook & Co. Insurance 
Services, which the district hired on 
Sept. 28 to help it determine whether the 
district’s health insurance costs could be 
reduced, spoke to the committee about 
potential savings. 

The district’s current Blue Cross Blue 
Shield plan, through Massachusetts 
Interlocal Insurance Association, costs 
the district $2,514,589, and employees 
$838,190, of the $3,352,758 total. 

The district is also exploring what 
the Group Insurance Commission, 
which provides health insurance to state 
and municipal employees, offers for 
plans that might be cost-effective. Gal- 
lant-Shaw said the process of finding 
potential savings is a work in progress. 

She said she had been contacted by 
the district’s MIIA representative on 
Nov. 13, who told her there would be a 
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12° reduction in the current health in- 
surance plan. “There has been a change 
in underwriters, and every underwriter 
looks at risk differently,” she said. “The 
new underwriter is not as conservative 
as the previous underwriter.” 

Gallant-Shaw’s presentation includ- 
ed her estimate of a 6.1% increase for 
each of the the next three years, mean- 
ing a $651,743 total increase in the costs 
during that time. The district’s addition- 
al costs for the existing plan over those 
three years would total $488,807, and 
the employees’ increases would total 
$162,936. 

She also presented estimated project 
costs savings if the district changed to a 
MIJA Benchmark 4 plan, which would 
provide $432,788 the first year and 
$1,379,175 in savings over three years. 

Teachers against changes 

The teachers have spoken out at oth- 
er meetings against any changes in their 
existing health insurance plan, which 1s 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield plan that pro- 
vides $20 copays for both primary care 
and specialist benefits and no costs for 
hospital stays, outpatient surgery and 
high tech imaging. 

Under some other health plans be- 
ing compared, the cost for each hospital 
stay would be $1,500 for each admis- 
sion. While teachers could access their 
most-used hospitals, the costs would 
rise. 


Teacher Kimberly Chaffee said that 
change would be overwhelming to sev- 
eral teachers who have children that 
need admitting several times per year to 
Boston Children’s Hospital and Dana 
Farber. She said one teacher has a child 
with a heart condition who often needs 
multiple admissions each year. 

“One of the things that I would like 
to do is put a face on the people whose 
lives would be dramatically changed,” 
she said. 

Teacher Beth Hansen also said such 
costs would be difficult for teachers 
with chronically ill children who need 
multiple hospital admissions each year. 
“There is a lifetime of illness for more 
than one of these children,” she said. 


Negotiations continue through January 
The School Committee has already 
voted to negotiate with the teachers’ 
union, the Quaboag Education Asso- 
ciation, about making changes to the 
district health insurance. If those nego- 
tiations aren’t successful by the end of 
January, then the School Committee 
will still have time to adopt certain pro- 
visions of state law. Those provisions 
will let them remove health insurance 
changes from contract negotiations, and 
allow them to join the GIC if it 1s decid- 
ed one of its plans is the best choice. 
Gallant-Shaw also shared informa- 
tion with the committee about which 
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doctors and hospitals are used most 
frequently by the district’s employees, 
and which insurances each accept. Dr. 
James Wilson, of West Brookfield is the 
doctor used the most by teachers along 
with Jeffrey H. Lee, of Spencer, Reliant 
Medical Group in Auburn and Jeffrey J. 
Jones, also of West Brookfield. Wilson 
is also a member of the Quaboag Re- 
gional School Committee. 

Baystate Medical Center, UMass 
Memorial Medical Center, Boston Chil- 
dren’s Hospital and Brigham & Wom- 
en’s Hospital were among the most-used 
hospitals by teachers. 

In past sub-committee meetings, 
Gallant-Shaw has provided a wide of 
array of possible choices the School 
Committee may consider, but she urged 
the School Committee to decide what 
their goal was so those choices could be 
narrowed. 

“The School Committee needs to 
pick a lane and decide which track 
youre going to go down,” she said. 

The Insurance Advisory Committee, 
which is made up of teachers, admuinis- 
trators and School Committee members 
will also be talking about the possible 
health insurance choices and potential 
changes at its next meeting on Dec. 16, 
at 3:15 p.m., if not before. 





MASCOT from page 1 


lege and member of the Massachusetts 
Mascot Coalition Steering Committee, 
thanked the School Committee for the 
invitation to speak and introduced the 
panel of speakers. 

Melissa Ferretti, from the Herring 
Pond Wampanoag Tribe of Plymouth, 
was the first to speak. “The fact that 
racist ideas about native peoples in 
Massachusetts are deeply ingrained, 
and are reflected in sports teams, mas- 
cots, should not have to be explained in 
2020,” she said. “Especially since native 
activists and educators have worked so 
hard and for so long to educate Amer- 
icans about this. She stated that the use 
of these stereotypical mascots erases 
their tribal identity and history, and that 
they will not be silent and will continue 
to educate Americans about the chal- 
lenges that Native people have faced for 
over 400 years. 

Faries Gray, the sagamore or war 
chief, of the Massachusetts Tribe at 
Ponkapoag. Gray explained why he felt 
it was wrong for schools to use these 
mascots, and detailed the controver- 
sial history of Native Americans and 
colonial settlers. “Basically we were 
held prisoner in our own home,” he 
said. “So if you fast forward to where 
we are today, you have the indigenous 
people here in the commonwealth, and 
the entire United States, all assimilated 
into this colonial way of thinking, all of 
us are assimilated...and then when you 
look up and you see a high school with 
our mascot on it, you think to yourself, 
‘Am I a trophy? Is that what we are?’” 
Gray said. 

He said some people feel indigenous 
people should feel honored for being 
used as mascots. “We are not honored. 
You are not honoring us,” he said. He 
said he knows this was not done inten- 
tionally, but that he was here today to 
stop this. He said no other race is used 
as a mascot and it is harmful to himself, 
his children, and his race. 

Rhonda Anderson, commissioner to 
Indian Affairs in Western Massachu- 
setts, a founding member of the Ohke- 
teau Cultural Council and the Native 
Youth Empowerment Foundation, has 
lived in western Massachusetts for most 
of her life. “People must understand 
that the oppressions and marginaliza- 


tions of any racial group are never ac- 
ceptable. We should not overlook the 
racism in our children’s educational sys- 
tems via mascots,’ Anderson said. She 
voiced concern about native students 
feeling safe and accepted in schools that 
have these stereotypical mascots, some 
of which portray Native Americans as 
wat-like and violent. She said indige- 
nous people have the “highest rates of 
murder, sexual assault, suicide, incarcer- 
ation and death from police brutality. 
It can be hard to visualize a future with 
yourself in it when facing erasure and 
violence.” Anderson stressed removing 
offensive or inaccurate mascots will not 
erase their history, “We need accurate, 
diverse, historical and contemporary 
representations in mainstream Unit- 
ed States, not harmful stereotypes like 
native mascots,” she said. “I humbly 
ask that you vote to replace the Indian 
name and mascot and image and be on 
the right side of history.” 

Shawna Newcomb, a member of the 
Mashpee Wampanoag tribe, and also a 
teacher at Hanover Middle School em- 
phasized the need to be proactive with 
the removal of the mascot and also to 
teach the history of indigenous people. 
Newcomb said her students are often 
confused when she says she is Native 
American, because the headdress or war 
bonnet-wearing stereotype is so deeply 
ingrained in our culture. She said peo- 
ple have chosen to forget about Native 
Americans. In regards to removing the 
mascot, Newcomb said, “Why would we 
be forced? We should choose to be on 
the right side of history.” 

Sharing his personal story as an in- 
digenous person that has been displaced 
from his home was Anthony Melting 
Tallow, a member of the Siksika Nation 
of Alberta Canada and now a western 
Massachusetts resident. When asked 
why the mascot issue is so important, 
Tallow said “Because we're teaching 
the next generation, we're passing down 
our values. And unfortunately when it 
comes tot the mascot issue, we're pass- 
ing down information and values that 
are not true and they’ve ended up having 
a detrimental impact upon indigenous 
people’s lives. “ He said he never saw any 
positive images of himself represented 
during his time as a student, “It’s Native 
American Heritage Month here in the 
United States. It’s 2020. It’s time to do 


right by the next generations....1’m glad 
that you're here with your ears open, 
and your hearts open.” 

Next to speak was Penny Gam- 
ble-Williams, a member of the Chap- 
paquiddick Tribe of the Wampanoag 
Nation. She said most people have never 
thought about the harm that indigenous 
mascots have. When discussing how 
this affects Native American children in 
classrooms today, she said, “when the 
history is ignored, and no one Is really 
understanding or relating or thinking 
about anything that’s happening with 
native people, that’s a problem. And so 
when you combine that with racist mas- 
cots, then its a very serious problem.” 

Offering perspective, not only as an 
educator, but as an athlete and coach, 
was Jamie Morrison of UMass Bos- 
ton, a descendant of the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians. He talked about 
attending a school that had a native 
mascot, and how the pep rallies often 
perpetuated racial stereotypes. He said 
many towns or schools using these mas- 
cots, have little to no voices of color. 
“Most of the schools that have these 
types of mascots, do very little to no 
education,” he said. “Whether its the lo- 
cal history, the state or regional history, 
there’s nothing that’s provided to these 
students.” Removing the mascot 1s the 
first step, but it needs to be followed by 
including Native American history in 
the education experience, he said. 

The last panelist to present was Brit- 
tney Walley, a Nipmuck and her tribe’s 
anti-mascot representative. Walley said 
the use of native mascots is dehumaniz- 
ing and not “educationally sound.” She 
admitted she felt relieved to be speaking 
from the safety of her own home, as she 
never knows how her body will be treat- 
ed in a community where her culture is 
disrespected. She shared the history of 
the indigenous people of North Brook- 
field, including the fact that the land of 
the former Quabaog Plantation, was 
Nipmuck territory. Walley said “our his- 
tories are so deeply entangled....I’m ask- 
ing you to respect my culture. In 2020 
today, mascots are a barrier between 
us.” She encouraged people to reach out 
to native people and teach their history. 

“Let’s do this together and make a 
positive change together,” she said. 

Previous to the meeting, the commit- 
tee had posted a form in which residents 


could register to have time to speak 
during the meeting. Several residents, 
some alumni of the school, voiced their 
feelings on the school’s mascot and how 
it reflects on North Brookfield as a com- 
munity. 

First to speak was Tashena Holmes, 
a resident of North Brookfield for 25 
years and also of Mi’kmaq descent. She 
said she experienced discrimination and 
negative stereotypes in North Brook- 
field schools, not only because of the 
mascot, but the lack of accurate teach- 
ing of indigenous history. She said at the 
time this mascot was put in place by the 
school, her ancestors were not allowed 
to celebrate their own culture. 

Fitzgerald Pucci, was the next to 
speak, and said the use of the mascot 
to wearing a uniform that they’ve out- 
grown and is now “a couple of sizes too 
small.” He believes that the community 
can find something new together, and 
find a symbol “that makes our town’s 
uniform fit.” 

Another alumna of North Brook- 
field schools to speak was Sophia Has- 
enfus. She said she regrets not bringing 
up the issues with the mascot when she 
was in high school. She said the purpose 
of a mascot is to create unity and pride, 
and she hoped the petition that was in1- 
tially sent to the school committee will 
hold a little more weight since almost all 
of the nearly 100 signatures were North 
Brookfield alumni or residents. 

Samantha Laney, a former North 
Brookfield resident, said that pride in 
your school mascot is a “pillar of life 
in this neck of the woods, which is the 
very reason why we need to change this 
mascot.” 

The last resident to speak was Kar- 
en Lee Miller, who has lived here since 
she was l-year-old. She talked about her 
experience in the school, and the pride 
she felt marching in parades and cheer- 
ing on her fellow classmates at sporting 
events. She said she did not understand 
the negative impact the mascot had at 
the time. Now as an educator herself, 
she knows the harm racial stereotypes 
have on people, especially children. 

The committee will vote on the issue 
at their next meeting on Monday, Dec. 
21 at 7 p.m. 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





Call us at 413.283.8393 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HOT TUB 5 years old. Works Fine. 
We're too old now. $100.00 Must bring 
flat bed truck and two strong loaders. 
Call (978)355-6280 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 





Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. Tree 
Removal Services. Call for Pricing 978- 
423-2889 www.CentralMassTree.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 


AGE requires immediate action. Lo- 
cal professionals that respond imme- 
diately. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold 
Calls. 1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE. Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 


457-1917 
MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S 
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL 


ALERT SYSTEM. Whether you're 
Home or Away. For Safety and Peace 
of Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-844- 
892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: Call 1-855- 
917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 








A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOF- 
ING. Established 1976. New re- 
roofs and repairs. Gutter cleanings 
and repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 


finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint 
- Classroom instructor, 20+ years 
experience. Call Walt at (413)289- 
6670 for estimate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 
years experience. References. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, car- 
riages, Surreys, wagons, dr’s bug- 
gies, driveable or lawn ornaments. 
Some furniture and other restoration 
services available. Reasonable pric- 
es. Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 


FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 

(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call: 413-283-8393 





CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 
Base Price 
$28.50 
Base Price 
$30.50 
Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 

$26.00 

Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 
Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 


(J MasterCard 


LI VISA 1 Discover 


X per week rate=$ 


J Cash 





LJ Check# _ _ 


DEADLINES: 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





GRANBY 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 












BELCHERTOWN. 


ae BROOKFIELD 






HUBBARDSTON 





NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
—__———_———_ additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __ $10.00 


Add athird ZONE $5.00 | 
Subtotal = 

XNumberofWeeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


~~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


——_ / Quabbin 
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OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, Sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 





Sunday, Nov. 1 
8:16 a.m. Property Damage Main Street 
- Report Filed 
10:03 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Bemis Road - Transported to Hospital 
8:04 p.m. Property Damage Little Rest 
Road - Report Filed 
3:42 p.m. Identity Theft Washington 
Street - Officer Took Call 
5:02 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Written Warning 
5:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 
5:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Written Warning 


Tuesday, Nov. 3 
7:32 a.m. Fraud Hines Avenue - Services 
Rendered 
5:04 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 
5:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Vehicle Towed 


Wednesday, Nov. 4 
9:25 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Ware 
Road - Citation Issued 
10:21 a.m. Larceny Comins Pond Road - 
Investigated 
2:21 p.m. Identity Theft Brimfield Road 
- Report Filed 
3:57 p.m. Identity Theft Milton O. Foun- 
tain Way - Referred to Other Agency 
9:13 p.m. Property Damage Main Street 
- Officer Advised 
Summons: Jesslyn N. Peperato, 22, 
Dudley 
Uninsured Motor Vehicle; Unregistered 
Motor Vehicle; Speeding 


Thursday, Nov. 5 
5:54 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
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Warren Police Log 





Street - Citation Issued 

8:43 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 

5:31 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency Can- 
ada Lane - Transported to Hospital 


Friday, Nov. 6 
2:52 a.m. Missing Person Main Street - 
Located/Found 
5:02 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 
5:14 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 
5:46 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 
9:21 a.m. Fraud Keys Road - Report 
Filed 
2:33 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Ware 
Road - Written Warning 
3:17 p.m. Fraud Milton O. Fountain 
Way - Report Failed 
6:03 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Southbridge Road - Transported to 
Hospital 
6:51 p.m. Fraud South Street - Officer 
Spoke to Party 


Saturday, Nov. 7 
7:37 a.m. Motor Vehicle Accident Reed 
Street - Ambulance Signed Refusal 
9:32 a.m. Fraud Hines Avenue - Officer 
Spoke to Party 
4:09 p.m. Fire, Smoke Investigation 
Ware Road - Fire Extinguished 
5:20 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Criminal Complaint 
Summons: Robert E. Marini, 66, Warren 
Unlicensed Operation of Motor Vehicle 
8:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 
10:11 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 


Sunday, Nov. 8 
8:59 a.m. Breaking and Entering Past 
Residential Old West Brookfield Road - 
Officer Spoke to Party 
10:04 a.m. Neighbor Dispute Main 
Street - Citation Issued 
1:10 p.m. Harassment Winthrop Terrace 
- Report Filed 
9:44 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Written Warning 
10:18 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Written Warning 


Monday, Nov. 9 
10:41 a.m. Property Damage O’Neil 
Road - Report Filed 
2:38 p.m. Fraud Crouch Road - Report 
Filed 
4:57 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Yankee Drummer Drive - Transported 
to Hospital 
6:48 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 
7:01 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 
9:03 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Written Warning 


Tuesday, Nov. 10 
8:47 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Citation Issued 


Wednesday, Nov. 11 
1:19 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop South 
Street - Citation Issued 
4:09 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Criminal Complaint 
Summons: Kevin P. Belanger, 41, Ware 
Unregistered Motor Vehicle 
8:59 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 
Street - Written Warning 
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12:39 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Keys Road - Ambulance Signed Refusal 
2:59 pm. Motor Vehicle Stop Quaboag 
Street - Citation Issued 

5:57 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop South- 
bridge Road - Citation Issued 

6:41 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop South- 
bridge Road - Citation Issued 


Friday, Nov. 13 
12 p.m. Fraud Cutler Road Extension - 
Officer Took Call 
12:40 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency Riv- 
er Street - Transported to Hospital 
12:46 p.m. Fraud Milton O. Fountain 
Way - Services Rendered 
8:18 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency Old 
West Warren Road - Transported to 
Hospital 


Saturday, Nov. 14 
9:46 a.m. Vandalism School Street - 
Report Filed 
4:57 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency Main 
Street - Transported to Hospital 
6:54 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop South- 
bridge Road - Citation Issued 
7:24 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop South- 
bridge Road - Citation Issued 
7:40 p.m. Motor Vehicle Stop South- 
bridge Road - Citation Issued 
8:46 p.m. Fire, Medical Emergency East 
Road - Transported to Hospital 
10:13 p.m. Trespassing Coy Hill Road - 
Party Departed Without Incident 


Sunday, Nov. 15 
12:20 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Dean Street - Transported to Hospital 
12:38 a.m. Fire, Medical Emergency 
Old West Brookfield Road - Referred to 
Other Agency 


Street - Citation Issued 


6:08 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 


Street - Citation Issued 


6:16 a.m. Motor Vehicle Stop Main 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF 
NORTH BROOKFIELD 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the North 
Brookfield Board of 
Selectmen will hold a public 
hearing to consider a petition 
to locate poles, wires, cables, 
and fixtures, including the 
necessary anchors, guys, and 
other such sustaining and pro- 
tecting fixtures, brought before 
it by National Grid Tuesday, 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


11:16 p.m. Serve Warrant Reed Street - 


Arrest(s) Made 


Arrest: Robert J. Glackner, 63, Warren 


Probation Violation 


Thursday, Nov. 12 
12:38 p.m. Fraud South Street - Message 


Delivered 


- public notices - 


December 1, 2020 at 6:15 
PM at the North Brookfield 
Police Department, 55 School 
Street, North Brookfield, MA 
01535. 

The pole location that will 
be considered is as follows: 

Donovan Road-National 
Grid to install 4 SO Poles on 
Donovan Road beginning at 
a point approximately 100’ 
feet east of the centerline 
of the intersection of West 
Brookfield Road and con- 
tinuing approximately 450 


SSSSSSSSSSSS 


Get cash for as is 
unwanted autos 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 








feet in an easterly direction. 
Nation Grid to install (4) new 
poles, P45, P44, P43, P43 on 
Donovan Road. 

Said hearing will begin 
at 6:15 PM and continue 
until completion, and will 
be conducted pursuant to the 
provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 166. 

Dale R Kiley, Chairman 
Jason M Petraitis 
John H Tripp 
11/20, 11/27/2020 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL HOME CARE, LLC 
& PROFESSIONAL 


MEDICAL SERVICES, INC. 
Homemakers, PCAS, CNAs, Home 
Health Aids. Starting rates $14-$15. 
We have offices in Palmer, West 
Springfield & Sturbridge. Please call 
(413)289-9018. Denise Galar- 
neau EOE 


LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF WEST 
BROOKFIELD 
NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that 
in accordance with the provi- 
sions of M.G.L Chapter 40A, 
Section 5, the West Brookfield 
Planning Board will open a 
public hearing on Monday, 
December 7, 2020 at 7:00 
p.m. in the Town Hall, Lower 
Meeting Room, 2 East Main 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limita- 
tion, or discrimination because of 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such prefer- 
ence, limitation, or discrimination.” 
We will not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. 


Street, to consider adoption of 
the following Zoning Bylaw 
amendment: 

To see if the Town will 
vote to amend the Zoning 
Bylaws to impose a temporary 
moratorium on the use of bat- 
teries or storage of batteries 
for any Solar Energy Facility; 
or take any other action rela- 
tive thereto. 

The proposed zoning 
amendment is available for 
review at the office of the 
Town Clerk in the Town Hall, 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


n 


Post your 
job openings 
in our classifieds. 
We get results! 
Call 413-283-8393 


2 East Main Street, West 
Brookfield, MA. The Town 
Clerk hours are currently by 
appointment due to the Covid- 
19 pandemic. The amendment 
can also be reviewed online 
at www.wbrookfield.com. 
The Board invites all interest- 
ed parties to attend and offer 
comments on the proposed 
zoning amendment. 
Rebekah Cornell 
Chairwoman 
11/20, 11/27/2020 





FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, Call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 


WARREN SPORTS 
Library offers yoga Cougars pt Rams 
p3 p 
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Friday, November 27, 2020 





Your 


BLACK NOVEMBER PRICES! 


BEST PRICES OF THE YEAR! 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! 


HUMIDIFIERS IN STOCK ¢ FREEZERS IN STOCK 
GIANT TOY DEPARTMENT 
100S OF BIKES IN STOCK! 


(oe > 7 od LS eh Oo ee Od ee 


WHITCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! 


So Es in St. 
Ce Maieal 140 Main St, Spencer F093. 885.9343 
GO TO WHITCOSALES.COM 


Mm DE 
THANKSGIVING 


And Best Wishes For 
A Joyous Holiday Season 


ae ; Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 
CENTURY 2 | ® North East 1-978-434-1990 
a | 109 West St., Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 




















i) WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR = 

K) THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! © 

WINTER IS COMING! 
BULK ROAD SALT ¢ BULK TREATED SALT 

WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND « SAND/SALT MIX 


STOCK UP NOW! 
Construction Stone ¢ Landscaping Stone « Title V Septic Sand 


Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Concrete ¢ Cold Patch 


Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 
PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
a. oe 98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
508-885-6100 
508-885-2480 
www.bondsandandgravel.com Fi 
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TAIN 


- And Sons 
Construction Company _icorPorateD | 


e Excavation Complete Site Work e Demo ¢ New Home Construction 
¢ Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand 
e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work 
e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements 


YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! 


177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 
413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com 


_/VILLAG 


2240 Main Street 


bw 
West Warren 


Now ee AT 3-436-5900 


PIZZA! 





CONNECTION 


Brookhaven Assisted Care 


19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 
Under New Management 
Over 51 years of service. 

24 hour care, Medical Management, 
Assistance with activities of daily living, 
Activity Program, well trained, 
compassionate and caring staff. 
Services Available In-House: 
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services, 
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services 
VNA services: 

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy, 
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services 
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber 
Manager: 

Donna Nairn - 508-867-3325 
donna.brookhaven@yahoo.com 





Support Your 


FALL CLEARANCE 


LOW PRICES ON SELECT 
IN-STOCK ITEMS spake 
INCLUDING: mm # = 
KEYSTONE 
BELGARD PAVERS 
PAVERS BY IDEAL 
DECORATIVE STONE 










CHECK OUT OUR IN-STORE 
SPECIALS ALSO ON: 

- POWER TOOLS 

- SHOVELS 

- WHEELBARROWS 

. = - BIRDBATHS,BENCHES 

: ‘ . - SEASONAL ITEMS 
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**ALSO CHECK OUT THESE OTHER PRODUCTS** 


RVs; SELKIRK 
' ANTI- : Double Wall 
| FREEZE ' Insulated 
: PROPANE | cHeney. 


Systems. 





MARK 


id 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
8AM-7PM 
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FAX / COPY / ATM / NOTARY PUBLIC 


Hometown Businesses 













Why call the 
Michelle Terry Team 
to sell your home? 


EXIT Real Estate Executives 


We have a great marketing plan that includes: 
e Home staging services 
e Home warranties 
e 3D matterport videos 
e Professional photography 
e Ramped up open houses! 
e And so much more... give us a Call today! 


508-202-0008 


YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 
23 Fiskdale Road 
=} mole) ei(-)(omm 74 Wm Ou bol@]s) 


Michelle Terry - Broker/Owner 


michelleterryteam.com 


Call MichelleTerry 
@ 508-202-0008 


Broker/Owner 


FROM ALL OF US AT 
STEWART & STEWART 

RESIDENTIAL 413-387-8608 

—— BUYING ¢ SELLING ¢ RELOCATING 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 





Community Newspaper 


SHOP LOGAL ADVERTISING, 


businesses put the lion’s share 
of their local advertising in newspapers. They know which 
media truly moves their products. Besides that, Google’s 
research shows that half of online shoppers are more 
likely to buy products they’ve 
seen in the paper. 































i The Apple Barn Is Open! J 


“CIDER DONUTS ON THE WEEKEND! 


RAGGED HILL ORCHARDS 


Open Daily 10-5 ¢ 508-867-2187 
Ragged Hill/John Gilbert Rd., W. Brookfield 
www.raggedhill.com 


Directions From Rte 9, take Pierce Rd. 
to Ragged Hill Rd. or take Snow Rd. to 
Wickaboag Valley Rd. to Ragged Hill Rd. 

a> 
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Cider, 








FRESH 
SANDWICHES 
& MEALS 
GROCERIES 
BEER & WINE 


